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PLEASE NOTE (per the Boston College Office for Research Protections):  
All data collected by an interaction or intervention with human subjects must be approved by the 
BC Institutional Review Board or be exempted by the administration BEFORE the project 
begins. This applies to ALL data collection involving human subjects by BC agents, including 
data collection in the humanities and behavioral and social sciences, whether the research is 
externally funded or not.  
 
Because it can be difficult and time-consuming to obtain IRB approval, especially for 
undergraduates, we advise students to avoid human subject research if possible, and find another 
way to pursue the research questions they’re interested in. For example, interviewing refugees or 
homeless people (or even working with databases that contain identifiable private information on 
individuals) would require IRB approval; but interviewing directors of refugee camps or 
homeless shelters, or lawyers who work on these issues, or legislators or other government 
officials who are involved in such matters, would not. 
 
For more information, please consult the Office of Research Protections website: 
https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/research/sites/vice-provost-for-research/research-
protections/policies---procedures.html 
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