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AFRICAN & AFRICAN DIASPORA STUDIES 
Course Listings for Fall 2023 

 
 
 
AADS 1110 Introduction to African Diaspora Studies                   T TH 10:30-11:45 
Satisfies Core Requirement for: Cultural Diversity and Social Science  
AADS Major and Minor Requirement  
A survey of the African continent and the Diaspora that would include geography, history, politics, 
economics and literature. The purpose of the course is to introduce students to specific historical, 
cultural, social and political topics related to Africa and the African Diaspora. Because the scope of the 
course is so vast, we will explore important issues and themes to give students a desire to further 
pursue more specific classes in African and African Diaspora Studies. Boston College faculty members 
will be invited to lecture in their area of expertise specific to Africa and the Diaspora throughout the 
semester. 
C. Shawn McGuffey  
 
 
AADS 1114 When Gods Begin Again: Intro. to African & African Diaspora Religions   
Cross-listed with THEO 2114           T 4:30-6:50 
Satisfies Core Requirement for: Cultural Diversity  AADS Black Atlantic Course 
Satisfies AADS Major Track Requirement: Intellectual Traditions and Cultural Productions (ITCP) 
This course will focus on indigenous traditions of Africa, like those of the Akan, Yoruba, Ndebele, and 
Fon, as well as related traditions of the Americas like Candomble, Lukumi, and Haitian Vodou with 
attention to the movement of these traditions through the slave trade and, more recently, through 
voluntary migration and digital travel. This course will explore topics including: concepts of God and 
cosmology, ways of knowing, spirit possession, ritual, ceremony, divination, and art, within a religious 
studies framework that employs phenomenology, anthropology of religion, and other approaches. 
Michelle McElwaine 
 
 
AADS 113701 Managing Diversity         T 4:30-6:50 
AADS 113702 Managing Diversity        W 4:30-6:50 
Cross Listed with MGMT 213701, MGMT 213702 
Prerequisite: Permission of Instructor, MGMT1021, MGMT1031 
Satisfies Core Requirement: Cultural Diversity  
Satisfies AADS Major Track Requirement: Politics and Social Inquiry (PSI) 
Students in this course will learn about contemporary empirical and theoretical research on the 
dynamics of international culture, gender, race, and other special differences in the workplace. They 
can also increase skills in diagnosing and solving diversity-related conflicts and dilemmas, and develop 
a capacity to distinguish a monolithic organization from one that treats diversity as a competitive 
advantage. 
Angela Clark  
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AADS 1139 African World Perspectives            T TH 12:00-1:15 
Cross-listed with SOCY 1039 
Satisfies Core Requirement: Social Science & Cultural Diversity  
Satisfies AADS Major Track Requirement: Politics and Social Inquiry (PSI) 
AADS Black Atlantic Course 
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AADS 2204 Music and Social Justice             T TH 4:30-5:45 
Satisfies AADS Major Track Requirement: Intellectual Traditions and Cultural Productions (ITCP) 
This course examines influential musicians and their artistic endeavors towards the path of social 
justice, education and awareness, with a special focus on African American musicians and their 
contribution to the world of entertainment. Emphasis will also be on social movements, activism, 
industry commodity and the direct correlation between music and society. Students will be encouraged 
to analyze music through lyrics, and song form; while understanding the historical, political and social 
climates surrounding these artistic ventures. The conclusive expectation of this class is that students 
understand the significant impact of music on a global scale and be mindful that it is a powerful tool 
that can be utilized to educate, inspire, create awareness and unite humanity. 
Shannon Jacob Dorman 
 
 
AADS2250 Intro to African Arts and Visual Culture         T TH 12:00-1:15 
Cross-listed with ARTH 2250     AADS Black Atlantic Course 
Satisfies Core Requirement for: Cultural Diversity, Arts 
Satisfies AADS Major Track Requirement: Intellectual Traditions and Cultural Productions (ITCP) 
Survey that takes a critical look at centuries of arts from Africa in their cultural and political contexts. 
Stephen Hamilton  
 
 
AADS 2265 Women in Blues        M 6:00-8:20 
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AADS 2332 History of Jazz                 M W F 1-1:50 
Cross Listed with MUSA 2332 
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AADS3400 Food Justice Across the African Diaspora         T TH 9:00-10:15 
Cross-listed with SOCY3400 
Satisfies AADS Major Track Requirement: Politics and Social Inquiry (PSI) 
AADS Black Atlantic Course 
This course is designed to introduce students to the social, political and cultural meanings of food 
across the African Diaspora. We will cover not only the meaning of food but also the importance of 
race in key aspects of global food systems, from food production and processing to the distribution and 
consumption of food. This course will also explore food access and security and the ways in which 
intersecting identities make meaning, experience, and respond to such issues. By the end of this course, 
students will be able to apply relevant frameworks, namely environmental justice, to food-related 
dilemmas globally. 
Latrica Best 
 
 
AADS4466 Surveillance, Media and Contemporary Society            M W F  11:00–11:50 
Cross-
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