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Meetings:

7 meetings, select Thursdays, 1:00-3:00.

Additional 2-night weekend retreat: March 31 – April 2.

17-Day Pilgrimage: May 29 – June 14

Professor: Jeremy D. Wilkins

Office: Stokes Hall North 417

Office Hours: Wednesdays, 2:30-4pm

Contact: wilkinje@bc.edu (preferred)

Chaplain: Fr Robert van Alstyne, SJ

mailto:wilkinje@bc.edu


Graduate Assistant: Grace Agolia

Course Description:
This course surveys Christian theology of pilgrimage, in order to help students to grow in
reflection, self-knowledge, discernment, and awareness of transcendence. The course culminates
in a group experience of seventeen days of walking pilgrimage on the famous Camino to the
shrine of St. James in Santiago de Compostela, Spain. Only ten students will be selected for the
course after an application and interview process. The course is taught from a Christian
perspective, though students of any religious belief or none are welcome to apply.

Required Texts:
Anonymous. The Way of a Pilgrim, and the Pilgrim Continues His Way. Trans. from the Russian

by R.M. French. New York: HarperOne, 2010. ISBN-13:  978-0060630171.

Augustine of Hippo. Confessions. Translated by Henry Chadwick. Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2008.

The Bible. NRSV translation. Recommended edition:

http://www.bc.edu/offices/stserv/academic/integrity.html
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Pilgrimage as Election: God Chooses (a) People for a Journey
Bible: Genesis 12-22; Exodus 1-24; First Letter of John

Jenson, Robert. “Israel,” in



Hamm, Dennis, S.J. “Rummaging for God: Praying Backwards through Your Day,” in G. Traub,
SJ,  An Ignatian Spirituality Reader (Chicago: Loyola Press, 2008), pp. 104-113.

Sumption, Jonathan. “The Pursuit of the Miraculous,” and “The Medicine of the Sick.” In The
Age of Pilgrimage: The Medieval Journey to God: 69-121. Mahwah, NJ: Hiddenspring,
2003.

Exercise 1: Labyrinth Walk

Exercise 2: Examen, according to St. Ignatius Loyola

Interlude:
Retreat
March 31 – April 2, 2023
Toah Nipi Retreat Center, Rindge, NH. We will hike Mt Monadnock during this retreat. Plan
accordingly.

Reading preparation: The Way of a Pilgrim.

Meeting Six: April 13, 2023
Pilgrimage, Providence, and Hope: Depending on God’s Help
Pieper, Josef. On Hope. San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 1986.

Ignatius of Loyola. A Pilgrim’s Testament : The Memoirs of Saint Ignatius of Loyola - New
Edition. Edited by Barton Geger. Translated by Parmananda Divarkar. Boston: Jesuit
Sources, 2020.

Sumption, Jonathan. “The Journey.” In The Age of Pilgrimage: The Medieval Journey to God:
239-298. Mahwah, NJ: Hiddenspring, 2003.

Exercise: On whom do I depend? What control do I cling to? What is different about depending
on God compared with depending on human beings?

Meeting Seven: April 27, 2023
The Goal of Pilgrimage: Journey to God
Thomas Aquinas. Summa Theologiae I-II.4.7-8




