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Education: 
 
Th.D.  1993 Harvard University 
  Diss: “Trajectories through the Philip Tradition” (director: Helmut Koester) 
Th.M.  1986 Harvard Divinity School 
M.Div.  1979 Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary (summa cum laude) 
B.A.  1974 Gordon College (magna cum laude) 
 
Teaching Experience: 
 
Research Professor, Boston College School of Theology and Ministry (2013-  ). 
   Courses taught include Acts of the Apostles, First Corinthians, Gospel of Luke, Introduction to 

the New Testament, Later Pauline Writings. 
 
Associate Research Professor, Boston College School of Theology and Ministry (2008-12). 
 
Associate Research/Adjunct Associate Professor of New Testament, Weston Jesuit School of 

Theology, Cambridge, MA (2001-2007). 
 
Adjunct Assistant Professor of New Testament, Weston Jesuit School of Theology, Cambridge, 

MA (1996-2001). 
 
Visiting Assistant Professor of New Testament, Weston Jesuit School of Theology, Cambridge, 

MA (1994-96). 
 
Visiting Assistant Professor of Religion, Wesleyan University (Fall 1994). 
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Teaching Fellow, Harvard Divinity School/Harvard University (1984-1992): The Bible and Its 
Interpreters, Elementary Greek, Gnosticism and Early Christianity, Introduction to the New 
Testament, 
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A Farewell to the Yahwist? The Composition of the Pentateuch in Recent European 
Interpretation, ed. Thomas B. Dozeman and Konrad Schmid (2006). 

“As Those Who Are Taught”: The Interpretation of Isaiah from the LXX to the SBL, ed. Patricia 
K. Tull and Claire Mathews McGinnis (2006). 

The Reality of the Apocalypse: Rhetoric and Politics in the Book of Revelation, 
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Boston College Presentations: 
 
Participant: Panel discussion: Encountering Jesus Christ in the Gospels. C21 Event at 129 Lake 

Street, November 5, 2008. See http://www.bc.edu/content/bc/schools/stm/edevnts/ 
CampusEvents/PastLectures/2008/11-5-2008.html 
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“Nicephorus Callistus’ Physical Description of Peter: An Original Component of the Acts of 
Peter?” (paper delivered at the Colloque international sur la littérature apocryphe chrétienne, 
Lausanne-Geneva, March 1995). 

 
“Apocryphal Intertextual Activities: A Response to Harold W. Attridge’s ‘Intertextuality in the 

Acts of Thomas’” (written response prepared for the Intertextuality in Christian Apocrypha 
Seminar at the 1995 Annual Meeting of the AAR/SBL, Philadelphia). 

 
“Peter and Philip Upside Down: Perspectives on the Relation of the Acts of Philip to the Acts of 

Peter,” in Society of Biblical Literature 1996 Seminar Papers (SBLSP 35; Atlanta: Scholars 
Press, 1996) 23-34 (prepared for discussion at the joint session of the Intertextuality in 
Christian Apocrypha Seminar and the Nag Hammadi and Gnosticism Seminar at the 1996 
Annual Meeting of the AAR/SBL, New Orleans). 

 
“Nicephorus Callistus’ Physical Description of Peter: An Original Component of the Acts of 

Peter?” Apocrypha 7 (1996) 135-45 (a revised version of the 1995 paper read at the 
University of Geneva). 

 
“Intertextual ‘Ecos.’ Introductory Remarks on Writing and Rewriting: Textual Instability in the 

Nag Hammadi Library and in the Christian Apocrypha” (Opening presentation at the joint 
session of the Intertextuality in Christian Apocrypha Seminar and the Nag Hammadi and 
Gnosticism Seminar at the 1996 Annual Meeting of the AAR/SBL, New Orleans).  

 
 “A Specula for Q” (Written response to three papers treating the topic: “Mythmaking and Social 

Formation in the Jesus Schools,” prepared for and presented at the Ancient Myths and 
Modern Theories of Christian Origins Consultation, 1997 Annual Meeting of the AAR/SBL, 
San Francisco). 

 
“Acts and the History of the Earliest Jerusalem Church. Working Paper for the Ancient Myths 

and Modern Theories of Christian Origins Seminar” (1998 Annual Meeting of the 
AAR/SBL, Orlando). 

 
Book: Editor with François Bovon and Ann Graham Brock, The Apocryphal Acts of the Apostles: 

Harvard Divinity School Studies. Religions of the World. Cambridge, MA: Harvard 
University Center for the Study of World Religions, 1999. 

 
“Articulate Animals: A Multivalent Motif in the Apocryphal Acts of the Apostles.” Pages 205-32 

in The Apocryphal Acts of the Apostles: Harvard Divinity School Studies.  
 
Editor with Daniel J. Harrington, New Testament Abstracts on CD-ROM. Volumes 32-42—1988-

1998 (version 1.0; Cambridge, MA: Weston Jesuit School of Theology, 1999).  
 
 “Apocryphal Intertextual Act
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“The Acts of Peter and Luke’s Intertextual Heritage,” in Semeia 80 (1997): 207-22 [actually 
published in 1999]. 

 
“From Messiahs to Christ: The Pre-Pauline Christ Cult in Scholarship. Working Paper for the 

Ancient Myths and Modern Theories of Christian Origins Seminar (1999 Annual Meeting of 
the AAR/SBL, Boston). 

 
Entry on “Acts of the Apostles” for Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible, ed. David Noel Freedman 

et al. (October 2000).  
 
Entry on “Philip” for Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible, ed. David Noel Freedman et al. (October 

2000). 
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edition. Edited by Michael D. Coogan. Oxford/New York: Oxford University Press, 2010. 
[completely revised introduction; some adjustments in the notes] 

 
“Acts of the Apostles”—An annotated research bibliography for Oxford Bibliographies: Biblical 

Studies, posted August 26, 2011 (approx. 10,500 words)  
[http://oxfordbibliographiesonline.com/view/document/obo-9780195393361/obo-
9780195393361-0001.xml?rskey=Uoh2yl&result=1&q=].  

 
“The Community Problem through a Lukan Glass (Darkly?).” Paper delivered at the 2011 SBL 

Annual Meeting offering an appreciation and critique of Stanley K. Stowers “The Concept 
of ‘Community’ and the History of Early Christianity” in Method and Theory in the Study of 
Religion 23 (2011): 238-56. Respondent: Stanley K. Stowers. 

 
“Acts of the Apostles.” Vol. 1, pages 11-26 in Oxford Encyclopedia of the Books of the 

Bible. Edited by Michael D. Coogan. New York: Oxford University Press, 2011. 
 
“Gospel of Luke”—An annotated research bibliography for Oxford Bibliographies: Biblical 

Studies, posted January 11, 2012 (approx. 16,200 words)  
[http://oxfordbibliographiesonline.com/view/document/obo-9780195393361/obo-
9780195393361-0040.xml?rskey=0pkapf&result=44&q=].  

 
Book: with François Bovon: The Acts of Philip: A New Translation. Waco, TX: Baylor 

University Press, 2012. 
 
Book: edited with Daniel J. Harrington: Encountering Jesus in the Scriptures. New 

York/Mahwah, NJ: Paulist, 2012. 
 
“‘We Had Hoped That He Was the One to Redeem Israel’: The Fragility of Hope in Luke-Acts.” 

Pages 57-69 in Hope: Promise, Possibility, and Fulfillment. Edited by Richard Lennan and 
Nancy Pineda-Madrid. New York/Mahwah, NJ: Paulist, 2013. 

 
“Peter’s Daughter—Daddy Dearest?” Pages 319-28 in “The One Who Sows Bountifully”: Essays 

in Honor of Stanley K. Stowers. Edited by Caroline Johnson Hodge, Saul M. Olyan, Daniel 
Ullucci, and Emma Wasserman. Brown Judaic Studies 356. Providence: Brown Judaic 
Studies, 2013. 

 
Book: edited with Christopher G. Frechette and Thomas D. Stegman: Biblical Essays in Honor 

of Daniel J. Harrington, SJ, and Richard J. Clifford, SJ: Opportunity for No Little 
Instruction. New York/Mahwah, NJ: Paulist, 2014. 

 
“Acts 28—Game Over?: Isaiah, Baseball, Jews, and Luke.” Pages 190-206 in Biblical Essays in 

Honor of Daniel J. Harrington, SJ, and Richard J. Clifford, SJ. Edited by Christopher G. 
Frechette, Christopher R. Matthews, and Thomas D. Stegman. New York/Mahwah, NJ: 
Paulist, 2014. 
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“Markan Grapplings?” Pages 169-80 in Redescribing the Gospel of Mark. 
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Samson Uytanlet. Luke-Acts and Jewish Historiography: A Study on the Theology, Literature, 
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Jürgen Wehnert, Die Wir-Passagen der Apostelgeschichte: Ein lukanisches Stilmittel aus 
jüdischer Tradition (GTA 40; Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1989) in Journal of 
Biblical Literature 110 (1991) 355-57. 

 
Howard Clark Kee, Good New to the Ends of the Earth: The Theology of Acts (London: SCM; 

Philadelphia: Fortress, 1990) in Bn 




	CHRISTOPHER R. MATTHEWS, Th.D.
	Education:
	Teaching Experience:
	Research Professor, Boston College School of Theology and Ministry (2013-  ).
	Courses taught include Acts of the Apostles, First Corinthians, Gospel of Luke, Introduction to the New Testament, Later Pauline Writings.
	Associate Research Professor, Boston College School of Theology and Ministry (2008-12).
	Associate Research/Adjunct Associate Professor of New Testament, Weston Jesuit School of Theology, Cambridge, MA (2001-2007).
	Editorial Work:
	Editor, Society of Biblical Literature Symposium Book Series (2000-2007). Twenty-seven titles accepted and published (some titles abbreviated):
	Service in Professional Societies:
	Steering Committee Member, Society of Biblical Literature Redescribing Early Christianity Seminar (2013-18).
	Steering Committee Member, Society of Biblical Literature Christian Apocrypha Group  (2000-15).
	Member of the Program Committee and Treasurer of the Society of Biblical Literature/New England (2001-2007).
	Member of the Conference of Regional Coordinators, Society of Biblical Literature (1995-2001).
	Member of the Society of Biblical Literature Council (1996-2002).
	Member of the Executive Committee of the Society of Biblical Literature Council (1996-98).
	Boston College Presentations:
	Participant: Panel discussion: Encountering Jesus Christ in the Gospels. C21 Event at 129 Lake Street, November 5, 2008. See http://www.bc.edu/content/bc/schools/stm/edevnts/ CampusEvents/PastLectures/2008/11-5-2008.html
	Book Launch presentation for Encountering Jesus in the Scriptures. C21 Event, March 2013. See. https://www.bc.edu/content/bc/schools/stm/edevnts/CampusEvents/PastLectures/ 20121/03-20-2013.html.
	Papers and Publications
	(Not including New Testament Abstracts, which is equivalent to publishing three jointly composed and edited books each year averaging about 200 pages each; I have edited and contributed to 113 issues as of November 2022):
	Introduction and Notes on the Acts of the Apostles. Pages 183-239 (NT section) in The New Oxford Annotated Bible. 3rd edition. Edited by Michael D. Coogan. New York: Oxford University Press, 2001.
	Introduction and Notes on the Acts of the Apostles. Pages 1919-71 in The New Oxford Annotated Bible. New Revised Standard Version with the Apocrypha. An Ecumenical Study Bible. 4th edition. Edited by Michael D. Coogan. Oxford/New York: Oxford Universi...
	“Acts of the Apostles”—An annotated research bibliography for Oxford Bibliographies: Biblical Studies, posted August 26, 2011 (approx. 10,500 words)  [http://oxfordbibliographiesonline.com/view/document/obo-9780195393361/obo-9780195393361-0001.xml?rsk...
	“The Community Problem through a Lukan Glass (Darkly?).” Paper delivered at the 2011 SBL Annual Meeting offering an appreciation and critique of Stanley K. Stowers “The Concept of ‘Community’ and the History of Early Christianity” in Method and Theory...
	“Acts of the Apostles.” Vol. 1, pages 11-26 in Oxford Encyclopedia of the Books of the Bible. Edited by Michael D. Coogan. New York: Oxford University Press, 2011.
	“Gospel of Luke”—An annotated research bibliography for Oxford Bibliographies: Biblical Studies, posted January 11, 2012 (approx. 16,200 words)  [http://oxfordbibliographiesonline.com/view/document/obo-9780195393361/obo-9780195393361-0040.xml?rskey=0p...
	Introduction and Notes on the Acts of the Apostles. Pages 1955-2007 in The New Oxford Annotated Bible: New Revised Standard Version with the Apocrypha. An Ecumenical Study Bible. 5th edition. Edited by Michael D. Coogan. Oxford/New York: Oxford Univer...
	“Acts of Philip.” Pages 272-289 in Early New Testament Apocrypha. Vol. 9 of Ancient Literature for New Testament Studies. Edited by J. Christopher Edwards. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Academic, 2022.
	Old Testament Abstracts (invited):
	Book notices and abstracts of essays in collected volumes for Old Testament Abstracts (1998-  ): 70+.
	Older Reviews (invited):

