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monograph, The Philosophy of the American Constitution, intended as a
rebuttal of Diamond, in which he disputed the notion that the ideas of the
Framers indicated that they wanted to establish a democratic government. In
Eidelberg’s view, the Framers feared the “leveling spirit” of the people and
were apprehensive “that the national legislature might repeat the experience of
those state legislatures which . . . had succumbed to ‘democracy’” during the
Confederation period. Consequently, their major objective was, as Eidelberg
presented it, to introduce the “aristocratic principle” into the new government
to check and restrain rampant democracy.55

In The Creation of the American Republic (1969) Gordon Wood reached
the same conclusion. Unlike Eidelberg, however, Wood adopted a modified
version of the Progressive approach, rejecting Beardian economic deter-
minism but emphasizing social conflict. The Framers, he asserted, intended
“to confront and retard the thrust of the Revolution with the rhetoric of the
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