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Commenced: 1:30 PM 
Discussion with Directors of Undergraduate Studies 
 

 The Proposal for Teaching Excellence Awards is discussed. 
- Amendment to be made in the Proposal: Schools of Law and Nursing to be included in 
the third line. 
- Please email Jeffrey Cohen if you are interested in helping with the Proposal and 
getting it off to a running start. 

 We welcome Kathy Dunn, Associate Chair of the department of Biology, Michael 
Ressler, Chair of the department of German Studies and, Sarah Ross, Director of the 
History Core. 

 The UCT can become more useful by getting advice from the various department heads 
. 

 Concerns from department representative: 
- Are there any teaching resources to help students in distress? 
- Are there any types of instructional support which cater to sensible topics and 

issues? 
- We are not very well trained to handle situations such as the recent election. 
- Can the UCT serve as a liaison between several lines of support beyond the 

classroom? 

 Concerns from department representative: 
- BC feels more like a prep school than a university. 
- The teaching and the scholarship are starting to drift apart. 
- A lot of resources go into student formation while the university skims on other 

things. 
- There is an overrepresentation of the minority population at the bottom of the class. 

 Concerns from department representative: 
- It is acknowledged and agreed that the CTE is an exemplary resource and Stacey 

Groters has been doing a great job. 
- Are there any resources to train and prepare undergraduate students to become 

teaching assistants where there is a deficit in advanced students? 
- Are there guidelines for independent study courses? 
- Answer: These guidelines are provided in a contract at some of the individual 

schools. 

 Not every department is familiar with using contracts for independent study courses. 

 Another way to train undergraduate teaching assistants is to pay them to do research. 





 Suggestion for the Proposal for Teaching Excellence Awards: a screen is created so that 
only consistent (not teaching every other year) teachers qualify. 
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